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SURVEY

Diversity, freedoms make us unique

BYPETEREVANS
National Post

As conservatives seek to define the kind of Canada they want, a new survey says
the country’s ethnic diversity is cited more than any other factor as the characteristic
that makes it unique.

As part of the Canadian Values Study, a joint project of the National Post, the
Dominion Institute and Innovative Research, 649 Canadians from coast to coast were
asked: What makes Canada unique?

The results show that Canada’s diverse, multicultural nature plays a large part in
how Canadians see themselves.

“More than anything else, diversity is what people
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makes Canada unique? “And with an issue like diversity, there’s nothing to
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And despite our national obsession with the game, to respondents hockey
mattered little: Only three people (or 0.4% of respondents) said hockey is what makes
Canada unique.

Next to diversity, the most frequently cited factor was the freedoms Canadians
enjoy, which was mentioned 12% of the time.

“You hear people say that people take freedom for granted,” Mr. Lyle said. “This
poll says we don't.”

The poll of 649 Canadians was conducted Sept. 22-23. It has a margin of error of
3.85 percentage points, 19 times out of 20.
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The Canadian Values Study is a joint project of the National Post, the Dominion Institute
and Innovative Research. Visit www.innovativeresearch.ca for more information.




