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Policy Briefings "[If you look at] this morning's figure of unemployment, | don't think that anybody would
Spin Doctors consider a recession over if in the last month 45,000 more jobs were lost," said Ontario
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Calendar Liberal Sen. David Smith who is also the campaign co-chair in an interview with The Hill

Times last Friday. He added that in a minority government, there's always a possibility of

: = an election but the Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff (Etobicoke-Lakeshore, Ont.) wants to
make this Parliament work.

Despite Mr. Carney's recent announcement about the economy, Conservative Cabinet
ministers have also been careful in media interviews to confirm that the recession is
over.

Pollster Greg Lyle of Innovative Research said that Conservatives are following the right
policy of not declaring that the recession is over and the Canadian economy is back on
the path of recovery as people won't accept this until they themselves start to experience
the dividends of the economic recovery.

"l don't think people feel it's over. Until jobs start moving up, housing prices start moving
up that sort of thing, | don't think the average person is going to believe the
Conservatives if they go around saying 'We won, we won'," said Mr. Lyle and later added
that Tories are following the right communications strategy by saying more work needs
to be done.

Mr. Lyle said the Tories are right in saying, "We're encouraged that Carney has made
this announcement that he has but frankly we see more work to be done.' That's the
absolute right position to take."

Conservative strategist Tim Powers in an interview said that Canadians want all parties
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to work together to fix the economy and an election at this juncture will be counter
productive.

"The only people talking about an election are some self-interested opposition
politicians. It defies logic that there should be an election in the fall. The average person
who lives outside the Parliament Hill precinct wants their elected officials to focus on the

economy and the battles we still have. Political stability is arguably more vital now then it If you could
was in June the last time we had this shadow election dance. As we slowly creep out of paint a picture
this recession we don't need to waste 300 million on an election," said Mr. Powers. f

of an ideal
He criticized Mr. Ignatieff for failing to offer any policies that could give Canadians an government

opportunity to make up their mind whether they agree with Mr. Ignatieff or not. service,

"I have no idea what Michael Ignatieff is thinking. He has practically been invisible all Wiins motlld 1t
summer and has offered no real policy prescriptions. The Liberals have yet to develop a look like?
narrative to take to the public other than we are Liberals and we should be back in
power. Not sure that will prime the pump of the public."

arana@hilltimes.com

The Hill Times

© Copyright 2009 Hill Times Publishing Inc. Al rights reserved. L ized distribution, ission or ion strictly prohibited. Privacy Policy

Track
legislation

ZINPSIA-PTa

Paterson Sehosl ol btgsmational kit Frofettiona) Trainieg & Developrrase

http://www.hilltimes.com/html/index.php?display=story&full _path=2009/august/10/econ... 10/08/2009



Economy to be next election's ballot box question - The Hill Times - Newspaper Online. Page 3 of 3

Canada Credit Report - $0
View your 2009 Credit Report & Score

today. Access in 60 seconds!
FreeCanadaCreditReports.ca

Construction Forecasting
Aggregates, Cement & Concrete
Region, State & County Forecasting

www.DavidCherebgroup.com

Vv

http://www hilltimes.com/html/index.php?display=story&full _path=2009/august/10/econ... 10/08/2009



